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FACULTY SENATE

November 27, 1989
#1418

The Senate was called to order at 3:30 p.m. by Chairperson Longnecker in the
Board Room of Gilchrist Hall.
Present:

Lynne Beykirch, Leander Brown, Phyllis Conklin, Robert
Decker, David Duncan, Reginald Green, James Handorf,
Gerald Intemann, Roger Kueter, John Longnecker, Barbara
Lounsberry, Ken McCormick, Charles Quirk, Ron Roberts, Nick
Teig

Alternates:

Kate Martin/Patrick Wilkinson

Absent:

David Crownfield, Bill Henderson, Peter Goulet, ex-officio

Announcements
1.

The Chair announced Professor George Day has resigned his position on the
Committee on Committees. The Chair indicated the Senate will fill this
vacant at-large position at the next Senate meeting.

The Chair suggested the Senate needs to consider creating a process for ongoing
review and revision of the strategic planning document. He pointed out the use
of forums and open hearings as a vehicle for soliciting input.
2.

Comments from Vice President and Provost Marlin.

Dr. Marlin stated there are three aspects of internal evaluation used in
developing a strategic planning document. Those aspects are:
1. Delineation of Institutional Strengths and Weaknesses
2. Environmental Scanning
3. Institutional Self Assessment and Value Statement Preparation
Dr. Marlin indicated the first two parts have been completed by the Strategic
Planning Committee. For the third aspect, she suggested the use of the
Institutional Goals Inventory published by ETS. The model allows an institution
to add up to 20 items as part of the inventory. She stated she would put a copy
of the inventory on reserve in the Library and asked Senators to review the
document and to make suggestions for items they wish to be included.
Senator Kueter inquired as to how quickly Vice President Marlin would like to
be provided with suggestions for items to be included in the inventory. Dr.
Marlin responded, she would like to implement the inventory in January and,
therefore, would like the suggested items within a couple of weeks.
Dr. Marlin said she has been contacted by several people relative to the
inconsistent application of reciprocal borrowing privileges among Regents
institutions' libraries. Part of the problem is due to incompatible I.D. cards.
Each library has provisions for issuance of temporary cards which would make
the library facilities available. She encouraged any interested UNI faculty to
contact Director Safford for further information and to notify him of any
problems.
The Joint Resolution on the Role of Iowa Board of Regents, which was approved
by the three faculty governing bodies, was presented to the Board of Regents.
Dr. Marlin stated the Regents were most appreciative of the sentiments expressed
in this resolution.
Dr. Marlin stated the Goals on Strategic Planning were well received by the
Regents. In the near future, the complete strategic plan and cost studies will
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need to be presented. Dr. Marlin stated the Regents are stressing quality as they
review the strategic plans of each institution.
Calendar

3.

491

Request from SBS to Amend Action on Item #2, University Writing
Policy. See Senate Minutes 1371 and 1372. See Appendix A

Quirk moved, Decker seconded to docket in regular order.
Professor Cawelti inquired as to when this item would be discussed if it was
docketed in regular order. The Chair responded by saying the item would come
up for discussion during a January meeting of the Senate. Professor Cawelti
indicated this item could be moot based on the final report of the committee,
which will be presented to the Senate in April. He stated the University Writing
Committee will be meeting with the SBS Senate next week to discuss this issue.
He asked the Senate to hold off consideration of this item until the final
committee report is made available.
Professor Gilpin suggested we must be aware of the broader issue of curricular
autonomy within departments. He pointed out departments were concerned with
mandates on how and what to teach. Commenting on next Monday's meeting, he
indicated we may be able to resolve the role of the committee in its relationships
with the academic departments.
Professor Cawelti cited the parallel concerns of the committee and indicated the
committee feels that it may be misperceived. He pointed out the committee has
no power relative to curriculum and can only serve as advisers to the
departments.
Question on the motion was called. The motion to docket in regular order was
defeated.
Teig moved, McCormick seconded to return to petitioner because of decision not
to docket at this time.
Senator Quirk inquired as to what message this potential action may send to the
College Senate.
Senator Duncan suggested it would be more appropriate to docket this item for a
specific Senate meeting.
Senators Teig and McCormick agreed to withdraw their motion. There being no
objection, the motion was withdrawn.
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Duncan moved, Intemann seconded to docket because of special circumstances
for coincidental discussion with the review of the report from the University
Writing Committee.
Question on the motion was called. Motion passed. Docket 425.
McCormick moved, Lounsberry seconded to adjourn.
Motion passed.
The Senate adjourned at 3:52 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Philip L. Patton
Secretary
These minutes shall stand approved as published unless corrections or protests
are filed with the Secretary of the Senate within two weeks of this date,
Wednesday, December 6, 1989.
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APPENDIX A

University of Northern Iowa
•

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences

Office of the Dean
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50614-0403
Telephone (319) 273-2221

November 8, 1989

TO:

John Longnecker, Chair
University Faculty Senate

FROM:

SBS College SenateQ "'yh-Dolly Maier, Chair
l

SUBJECT:

University Writing Policy

Thank you for your letter of October 10 notifying us of the
Senate's action regarding our April 17, 1989 resolution on the
University Writing Policy and requesting a more specific
proposal from the SBS Senate.
The SBS College Senate would like the University Senate to
reconsider its University Writing Policy recommendation of
November, 1986.
For reasons outlined in our resolution of
April 17, 1989 we feel that the policy can be construed to be
an infringement of academic freedom and a violation of the
curricular process. In particular, we would like the Senate
to consider rescinding or revising item #2 of the November,
1986 document because it appears to dictate very specific
curricular requiremenh which may be inappropriate in_ many
classes and majors (see reasoning expressed in SBS Senate
Resolution of April, 1989, paragraph 2).

DM:bk
xc:

Scott Cawelti, Chair, University Writing Committee
Jack Yates, SBS Rep., University Writing Committee
Chuck Quirk, SBS Rep., Faculty Senate
Ron Roberts, SBS Rep., Faculty Senate

